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On July 6, Venezuelan President Rafael Caldera restored the constitutional guarantees that he
suspended more than a year ago. However, emergency measures, including the suspension of some
civil liberties, continue in effect near the Colombian border, where several incursions by leftist
Colombian guerrillas have occurred this year. Caldera suspended six constitutional guarantees on
June 27, 1994, claiming that the restrictions were needed to respond to corruption in the financial
sector that led to the country's worst financial crisis in Venezuelan history (see NotiSur, 07/15/94
and 07/29/94). Although the measure met with strong criticism from political opposition parties and
human rights organizations, it had overwhelming public support. Nevertheless, after more than
a year, only one former bank executive has been arrested, the brother of former president Carlos
Andres Perez (1973-1978 and 1989-1992).
Caldera restored the suspended civil liberties, which include protection against search or seizure
without a warrant, freedom of movement of persons and goods, guarantees against expropriation of
property without indemnization, and freedom regarding economic activities. The president agreed
to the reinstatement after Congress passed the Financial Emergency Law on June 29. The law was
the last of three emergency measures regulating the financial sector whose passage Caldera had
made a condition for lifting the suspension of guarantees. Not affected by the presidential decree
are several municipalities in the four provinces that border Colombia Zulia, Tachira, Apure, and
Amazonas the scene of several incursions by Colombian guerrillas earlier this year, one of which
took the lives of eight Venezuelan soldiers (see NotiSur, 03/24/95).
Although Caldera's suspension of guarantees and economic policies had originally received
widespread popular support, recently they came under increasing attack. On June 19, Partido
Social-Cristiano (COPEI) leaders called on Caldera, a COPEI founder who left the party to run for
president with the Convergencia Nacional coalition, to listen to warnings and adjust his economic
policies to avoid economic collapse. "Never before has there been this number of difficulties,
breakdowns, and problems in public finances and the 1995 fiscal perspective stands out as one of
the most complicated in Venezuelan history," said COPEI leader and former president Luis Herrera
Campins (1979-1984).
In addition, Herrera Campins's criticisms coincide with a Chemical Bank report that shows
Venezuela lagging behind while the regional market as a whole is improving. The report blames
government resistance to implement economic reforms. The Chemical Bank report cites firstquarter figures for 1995 marked by galloping inflation, growing unemployment, a drop in
real salaries, and an increase in the fiscal deficit. While many economists criticize Caldera's
unwillingness to implement rigid austerity measures, church and human rights organizations
continue to warn of authoritarian tendencies in the Caldera administration.
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On July 6, the secretary of the Venezuelan Bishops' Conference (CEV), Auxiliary Bishop Mario
Moronta, said Venezuelan democracy is in crisis. "Some political sectors want to bring back the
old national security ideology, and they see militarism, declarations of emergency, or dissolving
Congress as easy solutions," said Moronta. He said such tendencies could result in the public being
"swept up in a wave of anarchy as a response to their growing inability to defend themselves, or
could result in growing public indifference."
Public opinion seems to echo Moronta's concerns. In a recent international Gallup poll, 59% of
Venezuelans who responded said they were not satisfied with the democratic form of government
in their country. Until spontaneous riots erupted in 1990, followed by two abortive coup attempts
in 1992, Venezuela with 37 years of consecutive democratic rule- -was considered Latin America's
model democracy. The Gallup poll also concurred with others taken recently showing a drastic drop
in Caldera's popularity rating, which was 84% when he took office in February 1994. By April of this
year it had dropped to 41%.
In addition, 52% of those questioned disapproved of Caldera's running of the country and 78% said
they believed the situation was going to get worse. As Caldera's popularity has fallen, rumors of a
possible coup involving the president's son-in-law, Gen. Ruben Rojas Perez, have surfaced. Hugo
Chavez, leader of the February 1992 coup attempt, accused Rojas Perez of planning to stage a coup
to maintain "Calderismo without Caldera," in case the 79- year-old president's health prevents
him from finishing his five-year term, set to end in 1999. Chavez was pardoned by Caldera shortly
after the president took office, and has been a thorn in Caldera's side ever since. Chavez formed
the Movimiento Bolivariano Revolucionario (MBR-200), which he has used as a platform to voice
criticisms of the government and warn of military and social discontent and possible insurrections.
(Sources: Reuter, 07/05/95; Agence France-Presse, 06/14/95, 06/19/95, 06/20/95, 06/29/95, 07/06/95;
Associated Press, 07/06/95; Inter Press Service, 07/05/95)
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